Scales & Intervals

  There are hundreds of scales but you really only need to know one pattern. The pentatonic scale is the most widely used scale by guitarists and is the scale of choice in soloing. Blues and rock use the pentatonic minor heavily while country leans more towards using the pentatonic major. The major and minor pentatonic scale, share the same pattern & each major key, chord, and scale have corresponding relative minor positions. The 1st and the 5th scale degrees are common to both the major pentatonic and the minor pentatonic, To change keys you'll simply move the pattern up or down the neck. For the pentatonic scales (major and minor) there are only 5 different patterns. By learning these 5 patterns (and realizing where the root note lies in the major and minor patterns) you are in fact learning 24 scales. The 5 patterns run the entire scale of the fret board, so mastering all 5 will give you the means to play them anywhere on the neck.

  All you have to do to play them in different key signatures is to play them so as the root note matches the key. If you're playing in the key of Am, you can play any of the minor pentatonic patterns so as the root note is on A. If you're playing in the key of C you can play the any of the major pentatonic patterns so that the root note is on C. In effect you don't have to learn them in every key. You just have to learn the patterns. Practice a scale pattern until you become familiar with all the tones in it, so you can move to whatever tone you want without delay. If you've noticed, a lot of great players like to toss lead licks in here and there during their rhythm playing. This is easier done if you use a scale that is on the same location of the neck as the chord your using.

  You should learn and practice major scales in the first position in the common keys of C, G, D, A, E, and for the ambitious, the relative minors of these major keys and movable scale patterns. Major scales that begin with the 2nd finger on the 6th string, as well as the pattern that begins with the 2nd finger on the 5th string should be learned. After that, the major scale pattern that begins with the 4th finger should be learned, first from the 6th string, then the 5th.
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	Common Intervals

Minor Second
= 1 half step

Major Second
= 2 half steps

Minor Third
= 3 half steps

Major Third
= 4 half steps

Perfect Fourth
= 5 half steps

Tritone

= 6 half steps

Perfect Fifth
= 7 half steps

Minor Sixth
= 8 half steps

Major Sixth
= 9 half steps

Minor Seventh
= 10 half steps

Major Seventh
= 11 half steps

Octave

= 12 half steps
	Scale Degrees

First note:
Tonic

Second note:
Supertonic

Third note:
Mediant

Fourth note:
Subdominant

Fifth note:
Dominant

Sixth note:
Submediant

Seventh note:
Leading/Subtonic

Eighth note:
Octave


Chromatic from any Root

Half Steps
Common Names

    0   

Perfect Unison (PU)

    1   

Minor Second (m2)

    2   

Major Second (M2)

    3   

Minor Third (m3)

    4   

Major Third (M3)

    5   

Perfect Fourth (P4)

    6   

Diminished Fifth (D5) Augmented Fourth (A4)

    7   

Perfect Fifth (P5)

    8   

Minor Sixth (m6) Augmented Fifth (A5)

    9   

Major Sixth (M6)

   10   

Minor Seventh (m7) Augmented Sixth (A6)

   11   

Major Seventh (M7)

   12   

Perfect Octave (P8)

   13   

Minor Ninth (m9)

   14   

Major Ninth (M9)

   15   

Minor Tenth (m10)

   16   

Major Tenth (M10)

The 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 7th are considered major intervals.

If you lower (flat) a major interval it becomes minor.

The unison, 4th, 5th and octave are considered perfect intervals.

If you lower a perfect interval, it becomes diminished.

If you raise (sharp) a perfect interval it becomes augmented.

Modes (Major, minor, & diminished)
Lydian
(Maj)
Very bright, upbeat




Pop music

Ionian

Sweet, happy, & bright



Love songs

Mixolydian
Medium-bright scale




Light rock, pop, & country

Dorian
(min)
Perfect middle ground, not too bright or dark

Rock, blues, & country

Aeolian
Gritty, bluesy, warm sounding scale


Standard for rock & blues

Phrygian
Dark, classical metal sound



Randy Rhoads favorite

Locrian (dim)
Very dark, dissident, brooding


Heavy metal & dark classical
Harmonic Properties

The major scale may predominate because of its unique harmonic properties. It allows:

Major or minor chords, both stable and consonant, on every scale degree but the seventh

A diminished fifth in the seventh chord built on the fifth degree, the dominant

motion by a minor second from the leading tone to the tonic

Root motion by fifths, the strongest root motion, from nearly every degree in either direction, the exceptions being up a fifth from the seventh degree, down a fifth from the fourth degree.

